
LITURGY FOR CHRISTIAN HOMES 
 

(Standing) 
 

                                                                                           Dix 

                              Praise to God, immortal praise, 

                              For the love that crowns our days! 

                              Bounteous source of every joy, 

                              Let your praise our tongues employ; 

                              All to you, our God, we owe, 

                              Source from which all blessings flow. 
 

Eternal God, Creator of our first home, and our only true Rest, we gather 

as your family to celebrate our diverse homes, and to seek your blessings 

on them. God of relationships, you have put within our hearts a longing 

that only you can satisfy. Yet we need each other to learn of your steadfast 

love throughout all generations. 
 

Open our hearts, that we may learn from our biblical heritage how to 

manifest your love. 
 

(Sitting) 
 

God our Creator, in the garden you formed our first parents, and found 

them good. At first in their innocence, they trusted you and helped each 

other, but they sinned and fell short of your purposes for them. 
 

Forgive us our sins and give us grace to trust you in the goodness of 

your creation and your design. 
 

You called Sarah and Abraham to go out from their homeland and begin a 

new nation in covenant with you. In their old age, you gave them a child 

whose name meant laughter. In our homes, may we live with their trust 

and courage, their humor, their sense of mission. 
 

Increase our faith and give us grace to answer your call. 
 

You strengthened Ruth and Naomi, in the face of grief and bitterness, to 

remain loyal to each other and to journey to new life. 
 

Encourage us and give us grace to support each other. 
 

When you came to earth, Incarnate God, you had no place to lay your 

head. God of the stable, bless the homeless, and bring them to a place of 

shelter. 
 

Keep us aware and give us grace to be family to others. 

Rejoicing Savior, you sanctified marriage by your presence at Cana in 

Galilee. You restored life and health and balance in the home of Mary, 

Martha, and Lazarus. Be a holy guest within our homes, filling our 

ordinary days with newness of life and mutual joy. 
 

Grant us the grace to recognize you as the Christ among us, and to be 

open to your miracles of change. 
 

Suffering God, from the cross you cared for your loved ones, saying to 

Mary: Woman, behold your son! and to the disciple: Behold your mother! 

And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. Bless all 

families and enable them to form new bonds of love. 
 

Comfort us in our brokenness and give us grace to claim our 

relationship as your children. 
 

Life-giving Spirit, you came in power to form and guide the church, a 

family with varied gifts and graces. Grant that church and home may 

model for each other the nurturing of individuals and the growth of 

community. We recognize the difficulty of forming family with those who 

are different from ourselves, and with those who are like ourselves. We 

confess our failure to love and grow, our impatience for others to change, 

our blindness to one another's needs. Yet we rejoice that you have given us 

each other, and we dedicate ourselves to mutual support and love, trusting 

not in our own strength, but in your strong compassion. 
 

Bless and guide us, triune God, and enable us to support and love each 

other. 
 

(Standing) 
 

                                                                                       Bishopgarth 

   Who trusts in God, a strong abode in heaven and earth possesses; 

   Who looks in love to Christ above, no fear the heart oppresses. 

   In you alone, dear God, we own sweet hope and consolation, 

   Our shield from foes, our balm for woes, our great and sure salvation. 

 

   We covenant in church and home this peace to show each other, 

   To represent your steadfast love as sister and as brother. 

   Oh, may we through each other know your grace which fails us never, 

   And find at last our true abode within your house forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



MESSAGE NOTES 

GRACE FOR YOUR FAMILY (PART 2) 
 

Grace for your family is showing love and mercy to them, yet one of the 

hardest places to show grace is in our family. 
 

“I will be careful to lead a blameless life . . . I will conduct the affairs of 

my house with a blameless heart.”  Psalm 101:2 
 

One of the best ways to be a witness to your family (and to the world) is to 

be more ____________ and show ____________. 
 

If it’s tough for you to show grace and mercy, ask God for ___________. 
 

“But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-

loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy . . . “  James 3:17 
 

FOUR WAYS TO SHOW MERCY TO YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS 
 

1. You show mercy by overlooking irritations and offenses. 
 

“ . . . love is not easily angered . . . “  1 Corinthians 13:5 
 

There is a difference between ___________ and ____________. 

Jesus accepts you, but he doesn’t approve of everything you do. 
 

2. You show mercy by being kind when they don’t deserve it but they 

      need it. 
 

“Love is patient, love is kind . . . It always protects . . .” 

1 Corinthians 13:4,7 
 

3. You show mercy by letting go of past ____________. 
 

“ . . . love keeps no record of wrongs. “  1 Corinthians 13:5 
 

4. You show mercy by believing God is ____________ in their lives. 
 

“Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 

1 Corinthians 13:7 
 

You see how much you trust God for your family by how much 
 

you ____________ for them. 
 

Prayer should be the ____________ thing you do for your family, 
 

not you ____________ resort. 
 

These things God wants you to do in your family are the same things God 
 

does for __________! 
 

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  Luke 6:36 

 
If you follow along with the Message Notes, the words that go in the blanks are: 

kind, mercy, wisdom, acceptance, approval, hurts, working, pray, first, last, you 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND ANTHEM LYRICS 

 

Call to Worship – “Christ Liveth in Me “ 

(Douglas Wagner) 

                               As lives the flower within the seed, 

                               As in the cone the tree, 

                               So praise the God of truth and grace, 

                               His Spirit dwells in me.  

                               Oh, Christ liveth in me, 

                               He liveth in me, 

                               Oh! what a salvation, what a joy, 

                               That Christ liveth in me.  

 

                               As rays of light from yonder sun, 

                               The flowers of earth set free, 

                               So life and light and love come forth 

                               From Christ living in me. 

                               Oh, Christ liveth in me, 

                               He liveth in me, 

                               Oh! what a salvation, what a joy,  

                               That Christ liveth in me.  

 

Anthem – “I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes” (Psalm 121) 

(Felix Mendelssohn, arranged by Hal Hopson) 

                            I to the hills will lift my eyes.  

                            O whence shall come my help? 

                            It comes from the Lord, maker of all, 

                            He will not let thy feet stumble. 

                            With watchful eye he slumbers not. 

                            Yet still the Lord thy keeper be.  

                            A shade upon thy right hand. 

                            Sun by day, moon by night, 

                            Neither shall smite, the Lord keeps thee. 

                            From this time forth and evermore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


